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destruction, Cook dropped anchor, and early the next morn-
ing the big sloop once more preceded the mother ship to show
the way.

On August 22 the channel broadened, and Cook realized
that he was about to bid farewell to his newly discovered
territories. He therefore tried to make a landing on Cape
York, but the natives gathered together and forced him to
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look elsewhere for the final ceremony by which he meant to
take official occupancy of the whole of New Holland for the
benefit of the English Crown.

And so Cook performed this ceremony on a little island,
instead of the mainland. It is known as Possession Island,
and is situated two miles off die western shores of Cape
York. There, at six o'clock in the evening, the flag of
England was hoisted, while Captain Cook, in the name of his
Britannic Majesty, took possession of the whole of New South
Wales, as Cook had called the entire eastern half of New